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NEWS, PROJECTS AND CONFERENCE REVIEWS 

THE NEW WEBSITE

Barbara Mortimer

www.womenshistoryscotland.org
We are now up and running from our new website!  Developed and designed by Jim Byrne1. our new look website, with a new url has been launched. Take a look and explore.  We know that most of our members use the internet regularly and we have aimed to present a website that will give you the latest news, access to recent scholarship on women’s and gender history and act as a flagship site for others browsing the net.

We would love to have your views on the site. 

· Does the site meet your needs? 

· How would you like to see us to take the site forward?

Make sure you let us have the latest news about women’s history in Scotland for our site. 

Send your news and comments to info@womenshistoryscotland.org
1 Of Jim Byrne Associates

THE STEERING COMMITTEE

At the much delayed AGM of WHS held in Edinburgh on 23 May, elections were held for Steering Committee membership. Juliette Pattinson was elected as a new member. Juliette is a lecturer in history at Strathclyde University and her research is focused on gender and war. Exisiting members Rose Pipes, Siân Reynolds, Ann Kettle and Anne Coombs were all re-elected for a further 3 years. Barbara Mortimer was co-opted in her role as manager of the new website.

Introducing Juliette Pattinson

I am a social and cultural historian of Twentieth Century Britain and Europe, with particular interests in gender, personal testimonies and war, and I am currently a Lecturer at Strathclyde. I completed my Ph.D on the Special Operations Executive at Lancaster University in 2003 under the supervision of Professor Penny Summerfield. A monograph, entitled Behind Enemy Lines: Gender, Passing and the SOE in the Second World War, will be out in late 2007, published by MUP. I have been on research leave since September 2006 (until January 2008) after a successful bid for ESRC funding for a project entitled 'The First Aid Nursing Yeomanry and the Special Operations Executive: An Oral History Analysis of Gendered Subjectivities in the Second World War.'

NEW APPOINTMENT AT GLASGOW UNIVERSITY

We welcome Alex Shepard to Scotland. Alex has been appointed to a post in 

the Department of History at Glasgow University. Her research interests are 

focused on the early modern period, notably the history of masculinity. She 

is the author of Meanings of Manhood in Early Modern England (2003) and is 

on the editorial collective of ‘Gender & History’

INTRODUCING CLAUDIA ASSONI

Claudia is a Masters student in Gender Studies at the University of Trento in Italy, and during September and October she will be working with WHS as an ‘intern’ to gain relevant experience in an area associated with her studies. Claudia has a love of Scotland and of women’s history and  spent one year at St Andrews studying Medieval history. Her final dissertation is on the topic of “Women and writing: from autobiography to recipe books”. Claudia will be working with the autumn conference organizers, helping with bookings and queries and on the ‘Sources for Scottish women’s history’ project. If you would like to contact Claudia you can reach her at cliomaggy@yahoo.it
 PROJECTS

Equal Opportunities Commission/WHS Project Report

Since the report which appeared in the last Newsletter, work has concentrated on identifying women relevant to the curriculum, and creating a web page on these women as part of the new WHS website. Initially it was hoped that this web page could be hosted by a web resource already accessed by Scottish teachers, but instead Learning Teaching Scotland have agreed to create hyper-links from their pages to ours. This is ideal as it makes our web-site easily found by Scottish teachers, whilst still giving us total control of the content. 

It is hoped that this will be a growing resource, with new women added as and when their relevance to the curriculum can be established.  If anyone knows of any woman who is included in their local curriculum, could they please contact me at: alison.mccall@dsl.pipex.com.  Thank you!

Alison T McCall

Learning Teaching Scotland 

In the course of the EOC project, the Scottish History web pages of Learning Teaching Scotland were examined.  These are a teaching resource for Scottish primary schools. They were appalling! Problems included: the use of gendered language, such as “The church was everyone who was a churchman, like abbots, bishops and priests” and “The nobility were people with titles like barons and earls” ;  women referred to as, for example, “an English princess” or “Alexander’s daughter” with their names excluded; and  women effectively written out of historical accounts.  For example “Robert the Bruce crowned himself” excludes the role of Isabella of Fife and the Countess of Buchan. “The lords who owned the land employed men to drive the tenants out” (during the Highland Clearances) implies there were only male landowners, whereas one of the main landowners was Elizabeth, Countess of Sutherland. “Some even worked as nurses on the battlefields of Europe” (in the First World War) excludes mention of doctors such as Dr Elsie Inglis.   Illustrations of “typical villagers” tended to be male. In one section, “Meeting Townsfolk in C17th Scotland” of the ten townsfolk, nine were male and the sole female was …wait for it…the local gossip.  The section on the Murthly Hours, which was prepared by the National Libraries of Scotland was an honourable exception to the general poor standard.  These problems were pointed out to Learning Teaching Scotland, who commissioned us to prepare a Gender audit.  

In addition to the Gender Audit, other inaccuracies were pointed out (the picture of James I of Scotland showed James VI & I,  Duart Castle had been relocated to the Isle of Lewis, the illustration of Ruthven Castle in Perthshire showed Ruthven Barracks near Inverness, the illustration of the “Union Jack” in 1707 included St Patrick’s cross,  the illustration of C19th iron work showed a medieval cannon,  the same illustration was used for both the battle of Bannockburn and the Battle of Langside, the illustration of a typical C17th Highland home showed it lit by mains gas – and many, many more.)

Rose Pipes and Elizabeth Ewan kindly donated their share of the fee to WHS, to go towards the cost of the new website. 

Alison T McCall

The WHS Archive Project

WHS’s recent publication projects have resulted in the two collectively edited and written books published in 2006: Gender in Scottish History and the Biographical Dictionary of Scottish Women.1 What was particularly rewarding about both books was that they brought together members of WHS, many of whom were contributors or advisers. 

The WHS steering committee has been inviting thoughts about future projects, and one possibility has arisen out of the dictionary. Its ‘further reading’ sections contain references to archive sources, private papers, etc. of Scottish women, not easily found elsewhere. To take a couple of instances at random, the entry on Elizabeth Haldane (1862-1937) quotes from her diaries, held at the National Library of Scotland; that on Rose Kerrigan (1903-1995) refers to her archive at Glasgow Caledonian University.

Out of this came the idea of a more systematic listing of archive and other primary sources about Scottish women, which would be of use to future researchers. This proposal is not unique to Scotland.  Projects of the same kind have already got off the ground in Ireland (sources for women’s history listed on the website of the National Archives of Ireland) and Wales (the Women’s Archive in Wales); there are also plans associated with the Women’s Library in London for an information network about UK sources. 

Such sources can be both historical and contemporary. One motive behind the current burst of interest is the realization that it would be timely to collect and safeguard the archives, documents and artefacts of Second Wave feminism (since, say, the 1960s), while they are still available – but often sitting in people’s attics and cellars, and at risk of being lost or dispersed. Within Scotland, the Glasgow Women’s Library already holds a number of such papers and documents and their project ‘Putting Women on the Map’ aims to map the location of any collections and archives, particularly but not exclusively post-1960s material. Their planned move to the Mitchell Library, in 2008-9, may also  make it possible for more holdings to be placed there. In parallel, Scottish Women’s Aid, and other groups and individuals, have been conducting interviews, with a view to contributing to the oral history of women in Scotland. Scottish PhD students too, are already starting to work on Second Wave topics.

So a sub-group co-opted by the WHS committee2 has held a preliminary meeting to explore ways of taking the idea forward. Our thinking is still at a preliminary stage, but we welcome input from interested WHS members. Our current suggestions include: starting from the existing sources in the dictionary to provide a more systematic historical resource; producing a handbook for students, consisting of edited documents for an earlier period (e.g. the 19th century), such as already exists for Ireland;3 collaborating with other groups on locating archives of the women’s movement in Scotland since the 1960s; and collaborating on oral history projects. All of these would be collective undertakings, and some would require funding, which would need to be applied for. The steering committee has yet to hold a full discussion of these and other options, but we see this as potentially an exciting way of taking WHS forward. Anyone interested in any aspect of this project is welcome to contact me by email on sian.reynolds@stir.ac.uk
Siân Reynolds

September 2007	 August 2007





The Scottish Women’s History network exists to promote study and research in women’s and gender history, particularly but not exclusively for those working in Scotland or working on Scottish themes.  It has a commitment to history at all levels and aims to provide a network of information and support to all.
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NEW WEBSITE!  NEW WEBSITE!





By the time you receive this, the new WHS website will be up and running at:





www.womenshistoryscotland.org





We would  like to thank Yvonne Brown for all her sterling work on the original website and Barbara Mortimer for mammoth efforts in liaising with our new web designer, Jim Byrne.  Barbara will be managing the website for us.  We hope you like the sleek, new design.





AUTUMN CONFERENCE 2007


********************************


GENDER SHE WROTE:  WOMEN’S WRITING FROM A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE


*********************************


Our next event will be our annual Autumn conference to be held at the Smith Museum and Art Gallery in Stirling on Saturday 13th October 2007 on the theme of women’s writing. Full details are given later in the newsletter and on the new website.  The Sue Innes Memorial Lecture will also take place at the conference, and this year Aileen Christiansen will be speaking about biography.  We hope to see as many of you there as possible.





Lynn Abrams





THE LAST POST





This will be the last newsletter to be printed and mailed to members.  Owing to the costs involved in this process and the fact that the vast majority of our members have access to email and/or the web, we have decided to keep in contact with you all electronically by means of regular email alerts or updates concerning forthcoming events.  We will also have an electronic newsletter as well as an up-to-date website.  If you do NOT have access to email or the internet, we will keep in touch with you by regular post.  It is important that you let us know (email Rose Pipes)  if you change your email address.  Rose’s email is listed on the last page.





Lynn Abrams














1 Both published by Edinburgh University Press; see their website for full details


2 Esther Breitenbach, Karly Kehoe, Lesley Orr, Sian Reynolds, Perry Willson.


3 Maria Luddy, ed., Women in Ireland 1800-1918, a documentary history  (Cork, Cork University Press, 1995, reprinted many times.)




















Film Project





A number of women featured in The Biographical Dictionary of Scottish Women were in some way associated with film, either as the main subjects, as film-makers, script writers or actors. To celebrate the lives of some of these women, a series of events has been planned at which films by or featuring these women will be shown at various arts cinemas around Scotland, with accompanying talks and discussions. The first event was held on International Women’s Day at Filmhouse in Edinburgh, and featured a set of short films by Margaret Tait and Ruby Grierson .





The next event is at 6.30pm on 20 September at Dundee Contemporary Arts, and will feature the following three films:





The Rugged Island:  By documentary film-maker Jenny Gilbertson, who has created an evocative representation of the life of fishing folk and crofters in Shetland through a dramatisation using the real crofters as actors. 


Talk by Janet McBain, founding curator and head of Scottish Screen Archive. 





The Western Isles: The story of life on Harris during the Second World War, this film features Kitty MacLeod, famous singer of traditional songs. 


Talk on Kitty MacLeod by Margaret Bennett, formerly of The School of Scottish Studies at the University of Edinburgh.





They also Serve: Directed by Ruby Grierson, this is a tribute to the British housewife and her contribution to the war effort. 


Introduced by Joe Hall, Dundee Contemporary Arts.





Although not related to any women in the Dictionary, the main feature of the evening will be:





The Seventh Veil. A Stylish psychological melodrama that was a box-office smash and earned husband-and-wife writing team Muriel and Sydney Box an Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay. Starring James Mason and Herbert Lom.





Rose Pipes








Memorials Project





As reported in the last newsletter, this is an ongoing project which involves compiling a record of memorials to women in Scotland. A base list already exists, but members are invited to add to this by sending in details of any memorials to women in their area. 


Please send information to Rose Pipes at � HYPERLINK "mailto:rosepipes@ednet.co.uk" ��rosepipes@ednet.co.uk�
























































CONFERENCE REPORTS





Shetland Women: Past, Present and Future, April 2007





It is difficult to describe this conference to those who were not present. Unlike any conference I have attended, this one reflected the vibrancy of Shetland cultural life and the interest within the islands in history and women’s history in particular. 120 participants, the majority from the Shetland Islands but also visitors from the Nordic countries, Canada, England as well as the Scottish mainland, attended a dazzling array of events ranging from the opening night play, ‘It wis hard work but…’ based on the history of the Shetland herring community, to the end of conference unveiling of a clay reconstruction of the earliest Shetland woman (a photograph of her can be seen on the website). In between, we were treated to some beguiling poetry by one of Shetland’s most well-loved poets, Christine de Luca, a one-woman storytelling session, a play depicting the lives of two of Shetland’s most innovative hosiery designers, oh and many sessions of interesting scholarly papers covering topics from witchcraft to female heiresses, and herring gutters to writers. 





The star of the show was undoubtedly the venue: the new Shetland Museum and Archives, located on the harbour’s edge, beautifully equipped and perfect for conferences. Since this was the first conference to be held in the venue, we benefited from the eagerness of the museum staff to test their facilities, so everything from technical support, front of house organisation and catering was simply superb. The Museum and archives were specially opened for conference delegates so we had a preview of the new exhibits as well as the wonderfully equipped archives. And Assistant Archivist Angus Johnson sent everyone away with a CD Rom containing a variety of sources for the history of Shetland women.





WHS would like to thank Shetland Museum and Archives and especially Kirsty Kennedy, Joanne Wishart, Gena Garson, Tommy Watt and all the staff who helped make this conference such a resounding success. Our first island conference has given us the island bug and shown that holding an event far from the main centres of population can be an invigorating experience. For a few photographs of the event see the new WHS website.





Lynn Abrams

















WHS Postgraduate Conference 2007





On Friday 16 March 2007, WHS held its annual postgraduate conference. A day workshop on the theme of ‘New Research on Sexualities and History in Scotland' took place at the University of Glasgow. The event was attended by about twenty people, and it was the occasion for new researchers to present their work in progress in a friendly, supportive and enthusiastic environment. Papers were of high quality and the debates that followed them were inspiring for a lot of us. There were also two workshops, the first considering the recording of Scotland’s LGBT history and the second the representation of the LGBT community in the Scottish media. The event ended at the Hetherington Research Club where everyone was welcome to continue the debates inspired by the day.





Nathalie Rosset





























CONFERENCES 








Women’s History Scotland


Annual Conference





Gender She Wrote: Women’s Writing from a Historical Perspective.





Saturday 13th October 2007, The Stirling Smith Art Gallery and Museum, Dumbarton Road, Stirling.











Registration from 10.00�
�
�
Dorothy McMillan (University of Glasgow) Good girls and bad girls from Self-control to Open the Door!: the path to the modern heroine in Scottish women’s fiction. �
10 30 - 11.20�
�
Coffee�
11.20 - 11.35�
�
Caroline Copeland (Napier University) Transcending limitations: The writing life of Katherine Cecil Thurston.�
11 35- 12.10�
�
Sarah Artt (Edinburgh) The Woman Behind the Screen: adapting Edith Wharton's The House of Mirth.�
12.10 – 12.45�
�
Lunch�
12.45 – 1.45�
�
Sarah Pedersen (Robert Gordon University) Women's construction of a Scottish identity in local newspapers, 1900-1918.�
1.45 – 2.20�
�
Christine Hallett (Manchester University) Portrayals of suffering: perceptions of trauma in the writings of First World War nurses and volunteers.�
2.20 – 2.55�
�
Katie Halsey (University of London) Female Pride, Female Prejudice: Women Writers read Jane Austen.�
2.55– 3.30�
�
Tea�
3.30- 3.50�
�
Sue Innes Memorial Lecture: Aileen Christiansen (University of Edinburgh) Jane Welsh Carlyle, Biography and Biographers.  �
3.50- 4.50�
�
Close�
5.00.�
�
























Women’s History Scotland Annual Conference





Gender She Wrote: Women’s Writing from a Historical Perspective.


Saturday 13th October 2007, The Stirling Smith Art Gallery and Museum, Dumbarton Road, Stirling.





BOOKING FORM





Name:�
�
�
�
�
�
Address:�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



Tel:�
�
�
�
�
�
Email:�
�
�
�
�
�
Affiliation:�
�
�






Conference Fee (includes tea & coffee and lunch)


WHS Members Waged £20 		(


Non-members   Waged £25		(





WHS Members Unwaged/student £10					(


Non-members  Unwaged/student  £12					(





Cheques should be made payable to ‘Scottish Women’s History Network’.





Please return Booking forms by 28th September 2007 to the following address:


WHS Conference.


c/o Claudia Assoni.


Dept. of History, University of Glasgow.


2 University Gardens


Glasgow. G12 8QQ





Further information about the venue can be found at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.smithartgallery.demon.co.uk/" ��http://www.smithartgallery.demon.co.uk/� Or telephone: 01786 471917.








ECONOMIC HISTORY SOCIETY WOMEN’S COMMITTEE


18th Annual Workshop


SCOTLAND, UNION AND EMPIRE


3rd NOVEMBER 2007


Room 108, William Robertson Building, University of Edinburgh





9.15am			Arrival and coffee





9.45-11.15		Union, Empire and National Identity





Esther Breitenbach (University of Edinburgh)


	Empire, civil society and national identity





	Philip Stern (American University)


‘The unaccountable evil Treatments of our said Neighbours’: Politics, investment and the making of a ‘national’ Scottish East India Company, 1695-1707





R.S. Taylor Stoermer (University of Virginia)


Breaking the circles of trust: the unintended consequences of the Union of 1707





11.15-11.30		Coffee





11.30-12.30		Female Frontiers within the Empire


	


Felicity Donohoe (University of Glasgow)


	Native Canadian women and Scotsmen in the eighteenth century fur trade





	Marjory Harper (University of Aberdeen)


	Female frontiers: Expectations and experiences of Scotland’s women emigrants,


1850-1950





12.30-1.30		Lunch





1.30-2.00		Women’s Committee Meeting





2.00-3.30		Scotland and Slave Societies





Douglas Hamilton (University of Hull)


	Scots and slaves in the British Caribbean





	Claire Swan (University of Dundee)


	Enlightening the Empire? Scottish Doctors in the Caribbean, 1750-1850





	Margot Finn (University of Warwick)


	Slaves and bastards: Scots and the Indian empire at home, c.1780-1820





3.30-3.45		Coffee





3.45-5pm		Keynote Address





Tom Devine


	Scotland and the spoils of Empire





5-7pm			Reception





Conference Fees: £25 non-members/£20 members of EHS/£10 students


All welcome – includes coffees, lunch and wine reception.





Please complete and return the slip below to: Claire Swan, History, School of Humanities, University of Dundee, Dundee, DD1 4HN, enclosing your cheque made out to University of Edinburgh. For further information please contact Claire Swan (� HYPERLINK "mailto:c.e.swan@dundee.ac.uk" ��c.e.swan@dundee.ac.uk�) or Nuala Zahedieh (� HYPERLINK "mailto:n.zahedieh@ed.ac.uk" ��n.zahedieh@ed.ac.uk�) 





For further information and abstracts visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.ehs.org.uk/society/women.asp" ��http://www.ehs.org.uk/society/women.asp� 














SCOTLAND, UNION AND EMPIRE


BOOKING FORM


Name……………………………………………………….	Institution………………………………………………


Postal Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


………………………………………………………………..	Postcode………………………………………………..


Email Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..


Dietary Requirements (vegetarian, etc)…………………………………………………………………….


Cheque made payable to University of Edinburgh enclosed for £…………………………….





Send to:


Claire Swan


History


School of Humanities


University of Dundee


Dundee DD1 4HN

















2008 WOMEN’S HISTORY NETWORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE


Gender and Generations:  Life Cycles and Change in Women’s History


The conference will be held in Glasgow


Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.womenshistorynetwork.org" ��www.womenshistorynetwork.org� for further details








BOOKS AND REVIEWS 








The Biographical Dictionary of Scottish Women





The paperback edition of The Biographical Dictionary of Scottish Women was published in March 2007, price £24.99. Edited by WHS members Elizabeth Ewan, Sue Innes, Sian Reynolds and Rose Pipes (Co-ordinating editor), the Dictionary has had excellent reviews in a wide range of journals and newspapers, and came first in the Blackwell Scotland on Sunday list of Top Ten Scottish Titles in July.





Rose Pipes





New Publications





The Routledge History of Women in Europe since 1700.  Edited by Deborah Simonton


List price: £19.99; ISBN 9780415438131; published by Routledge, 2007.


The Routledge History of Women in Europe since 1700 is a landmark publication that provides the most coherent overview of women’s role and place in western Europe, spanning the era from the beginning of the eighteenth century until the twentieth century. 


In this collection of essays, leading women's historians counter the notion of ‘national’ histories and provide the insight and perspective of a European approach. Important intellectual, political and economic developments have not respected national boundaries, nor has the story of women’s past, or the interplay of gender and culture. 


The interaction between women, ideology and female agency, the way women engaged with patriarchal and gendered structures and systems, and the way women carved out their identities and spaces within these informs the writing in this book.


For any student of women’s studies or European history, The Routledge History of Women in Europe since 1700 will prove an informative addition to their studies.


Chapters include 


Preface: European Women's History at the Crossroads, Jean H. Quataert�
�
�
�
�
�
�
 �
�
Chapter 1: Introduction: Writing Women in(to) Modern Europe, Deborah Simonton�
 �
�
Chapter 2: At Home in the Family: Women and Familial Relationships, Lynn Abrams �
 �
�
Chapter 3: Female Sexuality, Anna Clark�
 �
�
Chapter 4: Learning to be good girls and women: Education, Training and Schools, Rebecca Rogers�
 �
�
Chapter 5: Women Workers; Working Women, Deborah Simonton�
 �
�
Chapter 6: Women Religious and Religious Women: Faith and Practice in Women’s Lives, Pat Starkey�
 �
�
Chapter 7: Women as citizens: Changing the polity, Karen Hunt�
 �
�
Chapter 8: Valiant Heroes or Pacific Ladies? Women in War and Peace, Jane Potter�
 �
�
Chapter 9: Home and Away: Women, Popular Culture and Leisure, Tammy Proctor �
 �
�
Chapter 10: Mistresses of Creation: Women as Producers and Consumers of Art since 1700, Siân Reynolds





�
�
�
Siân Reynolds: Paris-Edinburgh: cultural connections in the belle epoque (Ashgate, 2007, 211 pp, £55. ISBN 13: 978 0 7546 3464 5.) This contains a chapter on comparison of women's status in both cities in 1900.  Too expensive for individual purchase, in the author's view, but suggest it


to your library!





Karin Bowie, Scottish Public Opinion and the Anglo-Scottish Union, 1699-1707 (Royal Historical Society, 2007).





Ann-Marie Kilday, Women and Violent Crime in Enlightenment Scotland (Royal Historical Society, 2007).








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/uploads/covers/75698.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Gender, passing and the Special Operations Executive in the Second World War�Juliette Pattinson


  Hardcover: 256 pages 


  Publisher: Manchester Univ Pr (November 2007) 


  ISBN-10: 0719075696 


  ISBN-13: 978-0719075698


Behind enemy lines is an examination of gender relations in wartime using the Special Operations Executive as a case study. Drawing on personal testimonies, in particular oral history and autobiography, as well as official records and film, it explores the extraordinary experiences of male and female agents who were recruited and trained by a British organisation and infiltrated into Nazi-Occupied France to encourage sabotage and subversion during the Second World War. 


With its original interpretation of a wealth of primary sources, it examines how these ordinary, law-abiding civilians were transformed into para-military secret agents, equipped with silent killing techniques and trained in unarmed combat. This fascinating, timely and engaging book is concerned with the ways in which the SOE veterans reconstruct their wartime experiences of recruitment, training, clandestine work and for some, their captivity, focusing specifically upon the significance of gender and their attempts to pass as French civilians. 


This examination of the agents of an officially-sponsored insurgent organisation makes a major contribution to British socio-cultural history, war studies and gender studies and will appeal to both the general reader, as well as to those in the academic community








Review





Ewan, E, Innes, S, Reynolds, S and Pipes, R, (eds.) The Biographical Dictionary of Scottish Women, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2006.


Knox, W W J, Lives of Scottish Women: Women and Scottish Society, 1800-1980, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2006.





The publication of the Biographical Dictionary of Scottish Women is both a welcome and a significant event. It marks a new phase in the development of women’s history in Scotland, along with its companion volume, Gender in Scottish History since 1700 (Abrams et al, 2006). For historians of women’s history and the history of gender relations in Scotland, the majority of them women, it has been an uphill struggle to establish the importance of a gender analysis of Scottish history. We have looked with envy at our neighbours – England and Ireland – where the field has been more thickly populated and the literature more voluminous. In this context a major resource such as the biographical dictionary makes its mark in a number of ways: it provides evidence, it gives guidance to sources, it is richly suggestive of themes and interconnections which will act as a catalyst for further work, and it is indicative of the extent of the international network of scholars and researchers interested in this field. 





In a thoughtful introduction of exemplary clarity, the editors outline the key aims and characteristics of the dictionary. The definition of ‘Scottish’ includes those born in Scotland, those living in Scotland for ‘an appreciable period’ or who have influenced Scottish national life in some way, and also some who made a name for themselves as part of the ‘Scottish diaspora’. The chronological range of the dictionary covers from the earliest records of Roman Britain to a date of death before January 2005. The aim to include as many documented women as possible from medieval and early modern Scotland has been amply met, though inevitably there are more entries from the modern period.





One of the strengths of this biographical dictionary is the range of categories of women it contains, going far beyond the well known (or ‘weel kent’ as Scots might say), the powerful and the famous, though such women also find their place. In its pages are to be found eminent and elite women, especially from the early period of Scottish history, women representative of significant social phenomena such as the period of persecution of witches, women who were bearers of tradition as singers and transmitters of folksongs and ballads, women whose achievements lay in fields traditionally regarded as masculine, such as science, mathematics and medicine, women who gained notoriety for flouting social conventions or committing crimes, political activists, and writers and artists. Two categories represent in particular an innovative approach to biography: a group of quasi-historical, fictional or mythical women, who have a place in narratives and representations of Scottishness and a Scottish past; and women in a range of occupations and professions, in which their presence was significant, such as East coast herring gutters, Dundee jute weavers, Shetland knitters, and compositors in Edinburgh’s printing trade.





Among the many women here, a few examples may illustrate the range. There is Aud, the ‘Deep-Minded’ both a legendary character of Icelandic saga fame, and historically a founding settler of Iceland in the 9th century, and daughter of the Norse ruler of the Hebrides. Annie Small, a missionary in India, critic of empire, and pioneer of professional education for women missionaries, serves as an example of how women used the opportunities opened up to them through access to higher education in 19th century Scotland. From the contemporary women’s movement there is Franki Raffles, photographer and co-founder of the Zero Tolerance campaign against violence against women, and who died tragically young in childbirth. If tragedy and injustice against women are depicted in the dictionary, there is humour too. The entry on Maw Broon, ‘for 70 years the matriarch of The Broons comic strip’ in D C Thomson’s Sunday Post (Ewan et al, 2006: 46), gently assigns the stereotype of the self-sacrificing wife and mother to the past.





This book has many virtues. It is consistently of a high standard, and within the constraints of necessarily short entries, authors demonstrate time and again the capacity to succinctly draw out the significance of individuals’ lives, placing them in the context of their social milieu and the dominant patterns of gender relations of the time. The inclusiveness of the categories used produces a richly layered and textured tapestry of Scottish life throughout the ages and women’s place within it. As the editors proclaim, women have ‘in every thinkable way, contributed to the Scottish nation and its identity’(Ewan et al, 2006: xxv). Particularly striking is the resourcefulness of women, not just all those who had to make their own lives out of economic necessity, but also all the others who put their hand to various enterprises and projects, using the resources they had to contribute to the common good and to civil society. There are many examples of women supporting philanthropic causes, establishing educational institutions, or acting as patrons of the arts. Thus women not only found means of sustaining themselves and expressing themselves, but they actively constructed Scotland’s social fabric, along with other women and with their menfolk. Places, institutions, icons, symbols that we take for granted as representing the national life and national past have been put into place by women as well as men, though not necessarily on an equal basis nor through organisations of an egalitarian or inclusive nature. But women’s separate public lives often paralleled men’s, and often embodied similar values, as Gordon and Nair have demonstrated of 19th century Glasgow’s middle classes (Gordon and Nair, 2003). From a perusal of the pages of the biographical dictionary, women’s agency, not passivity or confinement, emerges as the key theme, offering further confirmation of the findings of other recent work on Scottish women’s history.





By comparison, W W Knox’s volume, Lives of Scottish Women, inevitably appears a much more limited exercise. In selecting ten individual women as his subjects, Knox has a much harder task in justifying any claims of representativeness. The one advantage that his approach offers, the capacity to provide a more detailed account of the lives of his subjects than is possible within the constraints of biographical dictionary entries, he on occasion throws away through wandering from the focus of his subject’s life. Furthermore, this volume suffers from an overreliance on the judgements of contemporary and earlier biographies, often reproduced with little critical evaluation. Secondary sources, including some excellent recent publications, are not always exploited to the full. Readers will find more factual information about the lives of the individuals included in this volume than in the biographical dictionary, and will also find information about sources worth following up. However, the inaccuracies in the book and its underutilisation of sources means that it should be approached with caution. Taken together these volumes add greatly to our knowledge of the lives of women in Scotland’s past, and provide much encouragement for further research. Scholars of Scottish women’s history will find useful material in them both. It is, however, the biographical dictionary which is likely to be treasured, not only as the rich resource that it undoubtedly is, but because in its depiction of women’s contribution to the life of Scotland, as the late Sue Innes wrote of women’s presence in the newly elected Scottish Parliament of 1999, it is ‘quietly thrilling’ (Innes, S, 2001).
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