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Gender has increasingly informed research into the British and other European empires in recent historical scholarship. This conference aims to address various aspects of the gendered experience of empire and imperialism within the British empire and other European empires, including the experience of women, the impact of empire on gender relations and changing constructions of gender roles, including conceptions of masculinity. The conference also aims to explore the interaction of gender with other categories of identity formation such as class and race, and to interrogate the concept of an undifferentiated ‘British’ empire. Research on aspects of the English experience of empire has often been overgeneralised as ‘British’, and we would particularly encourage contributions which consider national (i.e. Scottish, Welsh, Irish and English), regional and local experience of engagement with empire and its impact on the construction of gender identities. This conference also seeks to address gender from the perspectives of scholars and historians working on the impact of imperialism in, for example, South Asia, Africa, Canada and other white settler colonies.

Keynote speakers

Keynote speakers include: Andrea Major, University of Edinburgh; Clare Midgley, Sheffield Hallam University; John MacKenzie, University of Edinburgh; and Adele Perry, University of Manitoba (tbc).

Workshop sessions
In addition to plenary sessions with keynote speakers, there will be two themed workshop sessions: the first organised around territories of empire from the perspective of scholars working on, for example, South Asia, Africa and white settler colonies; the second focusing on the impact of empire at home and its role in the construction of gendered identities in the metropole.

Territories of empire: Papers are invited on topics relevant to the impact of empire on the construction of gender identities in Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, African colonial territories, Pakistan, India and other South Asian colonial territories, etc. We would like to also encourage papers on countries in which Islam was the dominant religion, and which experienced British rule and/or interventions in the course of the 19th and 20th centuries, for example, Egypt, Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq.

The impact of empire at home: Papers are invited on topics such as the anti-slavery movement; foreign mission organisations and their supporters; emigration societies; popular militarism; fictional representations of empire; the creation of heroines and heroes of empire.

Abstracts: Please send an abstract of around 200 words by Friday 30th May, 2008, by email to Caroline Lewis at caroline.lewis1@gmail.com or in hard copy form to Esther Breitenbach, School of History, Classics and Archaeology, University of Edinburgh, William Robertson Building, George Square, Edinburgh, EH8 9JY.  If you have any queries about the conference or about submitting an abstract, please contact Caroline Lewis at her email address.

WOMEN’S HISTORY SCOTLAND

Women's History Scotland was founded as the Scottish Women's History Network in 1995, and became Women's History Scotland in 2004. WHS has a membership drawn from across Scotland, the UK and overseas which includes academics, independent scholars, teachers, students and anyone interested in women's and gender history. 

If you would like to join WHS, or would like further  information about our activities,  please consult our website at  http://www.womenshistoryscotland.org/
