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Spring workshop 2006: 
Saturday 01 April; 10.00 – 16.30
National Library of Scotland, 

George IV Bridge, Edinburgh

“Exploring Women's & Gender History - in Depth, in Breadth and in Imagination”

Offers of short papers (20 minutes) are invited from postgraduate students at all levels (Masters and PhD) on any aspect of current research for contribution to a series of workshops.

The aims of the day are:

· To share information about the range of research currently being undertaken in Scotland on aspects of women’s and gender history

· To provide a forum for knowledge sharing and networking amongst new and established scholars

· To provide an opportunity to try out new ideas, approaches, methodologies and theoretical frameworks
Offers of papers (200 word abstract)  to: Lynn Abrams, L.abrams@history.arts.gla.ac.uk Dept of History, University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8QQ

For more details and registration: Barbara Mortimer, bmortimer@tiscali.co.uk
All welcome. 

WHS Autumn Conference 2006

call for papers…….
“Women’s Spaces – Men’s Places: Gender, History and the Built Environment”
Proposals are invited for papers addressing all aspects of the conference theme which focuses on gender and the built environment broadly conceived. 
Thus we welcome contributions on towns and cities, housing, transport, urban space, parks, public space, private space, institutions, retail trade and shopping and any other topic which addresses issues concerning the gendering of the built environment in the past.

Papers may relate to any historical period and need not be Scottish focused. 

Proposals, no longer than 250 words, may be sent to:

Yvonne Brown Yvonne.brown4@ntlworld.com


by 30 June 2006
WHS ESSAY PRIZE 2006

For a new essay in Scottish women's or gender history

The Scottish Women's History Network awards an annual prize of £100 for a new essay in the field of Scottish women's and/or gender history. 

The prize has been established to celebrate the work of Leah Leneman, one of the foremost historians of women in Scotland. A trail-blazer for women's history in Scotland, she produced innovative studies on the women's suffrage movement, on women in medicine, and on sexuality and divorce in the early modern and modern periods.

The Network wish to acknowledge the important work of Leah Leneman and to encourage new women's historians to publish their work and to continue researching and writing in the field of Scottish women's and gender history. 

Forms of work that may be submitted include: undergraduate dissertation, postgraduate work (e.g. Masters dissertation or chapter of PhD), a piece of original research by an independent scholar.  The essay 

· should be written in English, and be up to 10,000 words in length.
· should not be under consideration for publication elsewhere.

· must be principally focused on some aspect of Scottish women's or gender history but may deal with any time period.

To be eligible to submit an essay to the competition the candidate must:

· be a UK citizen, or have been resident in the UK for at least the past three years, or be currently registered as a student in a UK higher education institution.

· not be in permanent academic employment

The essay will be considered by a panel of judges set up by the Steering Committee of the Scottish Women's History Network and the prize will be presented at one of the Scottish Women's History Network conferences.

ENTRY DETAILS: 

Queries about eligibility of the entrant or essay topic should be addressed to Lynn Abrams: L.Abrams@history.arts.gla.ac.uk Dept of History, 1 University Gardens, University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8QQ
TWO copies of the completed essays should be sent to Lynn Abrams at the above address by 15 December 2006
Conference Report: 
“Lesbian Lives XII” 10-12 February 2006, Dublin, Rosalind Carr & Nathalie Rosset
From the 10-12th February 2006, the WERRC (Women’s Education, Research and Resource Centre) hosted the 12th Lesbian Lives conference on the theme of ‘Historicizing the Lesbian’ at the University College of Dublin. The three day event was attended by hundreds of participants from diverse backgrounds and areas of interest.

What rapidly emerged from the various papers was that a lesbian history was not possible. Instead, because of the multiple definitions of lesbian identities, we needed to talk of lesbian histories.

Some of the points of discussion raised at the conference were:

· How do we write a lesbian history for historical periods in which the term did not exist?

· Is it possible to write such history in terms of trans-historical lesbian identity?

· Should we question attempts to write trans-national lesbian histories and the translation of identities into different cultures?

· Is using the word ‘lesbian’ in a non-Western context part of an imperialist history?

Lively debates followed each session. 

15th Annual Conference WHN

Call for papers
1-3 September 2006 Collingwood College, University of Durham 

“Thinking Women : Education, Culture and Society”
Women and education; Women, the humanities and cultural representation; Women's intellectual contribution to the social sciences; Women and scientific endeavour; Thinking women: past representations   
Please submit a 200-word synopsis (including type of session proposed) by 1 March (1st call) or 1 June (2nd & final call) 2006 to whn.conference@womenshistorynetwork.org   
Papers will be considered for Women's History Magazine and Women's History Review   
For further information on papers and academic matters contact the organisers Sarah Aiston, Maureen Meikle or Jean Spence at whn.conference@womenshistorynetwork.org 

For further information on accommodation contact: stina.maynard@durham.ac.uk or telephone (0)191-334-2883

BURSARIES  may be available for UK and international delegates who are students or on a low income (application deadline June 1 2006). Further information:  http://www.womenshistorynetwork.org/conference2006.htm
Conference Announcement & Call For Papers

“A Woman’s Island ?Women in Shetland – Past, Present & Future”
20-22 April 2007
An Event organised by Women’s History Scotland and Shetland Museum & Archives

at

Shetland Museum and Archives, Hays Dock, Lerwick, Shetland

The conference organisers invite paper proposals and expressions of interest for this event which aims to bring together the past and the present, creating a dialogue between those who study Shetland’s past (historians, archaeologists, anthropologists, museum and archive experts) with individuals and organisations representing the Shetland of today.

Shetland’s history has a powerful influence on the ways in which the islands’ inhabitants perceive themselves and their identity. The combination of a wealth of scholarly studies on Shetland and the local interest in the past, as well as the development of a £10 million centre for Shetland Museum and Archives presents an unrivalled opportunity to consider the dominant representations of Shetland’s past and in particular to investigate the connections between the reality of Shetland as a female dominated society in the past and present day gender relations as they are manifested in a variety of contexts: work, art, literature and poetry, textiles, music and so on. 

We are keen to encourage a variety of forms of participation which might include:

· Papers by academics, scholars, community activists, heritage workers, artists etc

· Creative activities by craft, artistic and cultural groups or schools

· Exhibits and/or performance pieces

· Other forms of participation which might straddle those above or take entirely different modes of expression

No topic is excluded. In particular we would like to encourage dialogue between those who study and work/live in Shetland and other Nordic communities (including the island communities around Scotland as well as Faroe, Orkney, Iceland, Norway etc). 

Proposals (up to 250 words) and expressions of interest should be sent to:

Lynn Abrams, Department of History, University of Glasgow, 2 University Gardens, Glasgow G12 8QQ or by email: L.Abrams@history.arts.gla.ac.uk by 30 April 2006.
******

"Interpreting Relationships of Power” Historical Perspectives Conference 19-20 May 2006

The aims of the conference are  to bring new historians together to articulate a critical awareness of how we, as historians, interpret issues of power in our research, and how we integrate historical methodologies in our attempts to analyse these often complex relationships. Together the paper presentations and workshops will provide an informal space in which research students in History may air their current work and acquire deeper familiarity with a range of historical methodologies. For further details see: http://www.histper.co.uk/
New Acquisition at the Stirling Smith

Brass name plates are historically the preserve of the doctor, the dentist, the solicitor and the architect among the professions. One does not think of midwives and nurses putting up such plates.  A handsome brass plate, eight by twelve inches with an inlaid deco border has been purchased for the collections of the Stirling Smith Art Gallery and Museum.  It is inscribed “Mrs Irvine, Certificated Midwife and Lady’s Nurse”.  Although it was purchased locally, no trace of Mrs Irvine has been found in the Stirling records, so the search is on.  Regardless of origin, the plate is rare enough to warrant inclusion in a public collection.

In the past, provision of maternity services was not a priority in Stirling.  The Stirling Royal Infirmary was established in 1874.  Plans to develop a specialist maternity unit were deferred on the outbreak of the Great War in 1914, as the capacity had to be kept for wounded soldiers returning from the front.  The Second World War precipitated the development of Airthrey Castle as a maternity unit, as so many women were evacuated to the Stirling area.  This lasted until it was displaced by the growth of the University of Stirling in 1969, when a new unit of 81 beds and 20 special baby care beds was developed at the SRI in 1969.

The Smith has a small collection on this subject including the memorabilia of Elizabeth Noble Campbell, who qualified in nursing in 1917 and midwifery in 1928, the equipment of Margaret McCulloch, District Nurse 1940-1950, the reminiscences of Ailie Maclaurin, who qualified in midwifery in 1938, and Eileen Lapthorne, Head of the Stirling Special Baby Unit 1969-1983, and a collection of teaching material used by Clare Shearer, Stirling Royal Infirmary, 1980-2000.  As befits a town which still has a retail vestige from Scotland’s oldest pram factory, the Stirling Pram Works (1861), there are four prams, a cot, and a baby bath in the collection.

Midwives have been certificated for a long time.  The People’s Palace collection has the 1803 Midwifery Certificate of Sarah Wilson, together with her sampler and Bible (PP1980.136).  She trained with James Towers, who later became Glasgow’s first Professor of Midwifery.  Midwives with brass-plated premises must have been fairly rare in Scotland, and any information would be appreciated.

Dr Elspeth King, Director, Stirling Smith Art Gallery and Museum, Dumbarton Road,Stirling FK8 2RQ. Elspeth.King@smithartgallery.demon.co.uk  Tel. 01786 471917

******
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Book Reviews

The Schooling of Working-Class Girls in Victorian Scotland; Gender, education and identity, by Jane McDermid.  Routledge, 2005. 

ISBN: 0-7130-0247-6 (hbk) 0-415-37558-4 (pbk) 

Although there are many histories of education in Scotland, there has been very little written on girls’ education, other than in academic journal articles. This book, therefore, fills a large gap, and fills it admirably.  

“The Schooling of Working-Class Girls in Victorian Scotland; Gender, education and identity” is, as its title suggests, comprehensive in its scope.  It covers all areas of Scotland, Highland, Lowland and Central Belt, and deals with issues peculiar to each area, such as Gaelic education, child labour in the farming and fishing industries, Irish immigration, and “half-timers” in the Dundee mills. It also covers the development of education throughout the Victorian period. This was a period of rapid developments in the educational system, with the 1872 Education Act pivotal in the transformation of educational provision from a patchwork of schools of various descriptions to a national system funded by local rates.  Within this rapidly evolving system the education of girls in particular has tended to be overlooked. This is therefore an invaluable reference book, not only for those interested in women’s issues, but for anyone interested in Victorian Scotland, as a balance to the existing histories. McDermid covers issues of relevance to both sexes, such as Scottish anxiety over the perceived anglicisation of the education system from the 1860s on. Her work gives an added dimension to issues such as the feminisation of the teaching profession, and the structure of teacher training, which, whilst of particular interest to women, have shaped and continue to shape, Scottish education as a whole.  

The particular strength of the work is, however, the ground breaking focus on gender issues, the ideologies which created the girls’ curriculum and the content and form of the education delivered to working class girls in Victorian Scotland. 

The reviewer would have liked to have seen an examination of some individual working class girls who were able to use the education available to them to transform their lives, but this is a minor quibble.

The extensive footnotes and comprehensive bibliography testify to McDermid’s meticulous research.  This is a book which can be highly recommended. 

Reviewed by Alison T. McCall
Eileen Dunlop, Queen Margaret of Scotland  (National Museums of Scotland, Edinburgh, 2005), ISBN 1 901663 92 2, pp.114, £8.99 pbk)

It is only recently, as the author of this excellent biography points out, that the iconic status of Queen Margaret has been questioned. She had become a cult figure even before her canonisation in 1249 and, in spite of not having a drop of Scottish blood in her veins, she was the highest placed woman in a poll in 2000 to identify ‘the greatest Scot in history’. There is very little reliable surviving evidence about her life and the familiar picture of the pious queen who civilised a barbaric Scottish court and reformed an heretical Scottish church comes from an idealised memoir commissioned by her daughter from a Benedictine monk. 

This important study, firmly based on recent historical scholarship, which begins with ‘Images of Margaret’ and ends with ‘The Making of a Saint’, attempts to explain why Margaret made  ‘such a lasting impression on the country to which she came as a refugee more than nine centuries ago’. Margaret’s life is charted from her birth in the middle of the eleventh century, through her early childhood in Hungary, her education in England, probably at an aristocratic and fashionable convent, her marriage, as his second wife, to Malcolm III in 1070, her pregnancies – she bore him, at the very least, eight children over the fifteen years of the marriage, to her death in 1093, four days after her husband and eldest son were killed on a raid in Northumbria. 

The accretions of legend are stripped away by the application of common sense and an awareness of the powerlessness of women in the middle ages. Margaret was undoubtedly pious and a generous benefactor but there is probably more substance to her civilising influence on the Scottish court than to the idea that a doting husband allowed her to destroy the independence of the Scottish church. It is argued that Margaret’s ‘greatest contribution to Scotland was the production of kingly sons who shared her religious values’. Margaret’s story is told in an accessible style, with supposition (‘it is at least arguable’, ‘it is not difficult to imagine’) clearly indicated and very few jarring anachronisms such as ‘management style’.  There are no footnotes but there is an index and a full bibliography, including online sources. It is nicely illustrated, with indispensable genealogical charts, maps and a short list of places to visit with a connection to Queen Margaret.

Reviewed by Ann Kettle

New Publication:
Deborah Simonton, Ed. (2006), The Routledge History of Women in Europe since 1700 London: Routledge, ISBN 0415301033, £85.00.


New Journal…

The Economic & Social History Society of Scotland

The Economic & Social History Society of Scotland recently launched the first issue of its new journal, The Journal of Scottish Historical Studies.  This takes the place of Scottish Economic & Social History, which has served the society faithfully for many years.  The first issue of the Journal of Scottish Historical Studies has research articles by Alistair Mutch on ‘Management practice and Kirk Sessions: an exploration of the Scottish contribution to management’, and Elaine McFarland on ‘Researching death, mourning and commemoration in modern Scotland.’  Lindsay Paterson discusses ‘The modernising of the democratic intellect: the role of English in Scottish secondary education, 1900-1939’, while ‘“A Festering Sore on the Body of Society”: The Wolfenden Committee and female prostitution in mid-twentieth century Scotland’ is a joint contribution from Roger Davidson and Gayle Davis.

The new Journal also aims to inform its readers of news from the world of historical research.  The inaugural issue carries a report from Katie Barclay and Hilary Young on the motivation behind a new postgraduate History Society in Scotland.  Entitled Historical Perspectives, it is a postgraduate collaboration between the Universities of Strathclyde and Glasgow which results in regular presentation workshops and an annual postgraduate conference.  Lynn Abrams introduces Women’s History Scotland and explains the rationale behind the re-branding of what we all knew as the Scottish Women’s History Network.

Some years ago, the Economic & Social History Society of Scotland published the popular three-volume People & Society in Scotland series.  Last year, in association with Edinburgh University Press, a new volume appeared, The Transformation of Scotland: The economy since 1700, edited by T M Devine, Clive Lee and George Peden.  On Saturday 27 May 2005, the Society will hold a conference, under the same name, which will focus on some of topics covered by the book.  George Peden will explain the aims of the volume and the importance of its publication at this time, while Trevor Griffiths, Jim Phillips and Ray Stokes will speak on specific themes.  Eleanor Gordon will address the conference on ‘Gender and Scotland’s Transformation’, while T M Devine will ask of the last twenty-five years ‘Is the pessimistic case justified?’  The conference will be held at the University of Edinburgh.  Requests for the conference programme, and expressions of interest in attending, should be directed to Iain Hutchison at iain@keapub.fsnet.co.uk.

Subscription to the Journal of Scottish Historical Studies constitutes membership of the society.  This can be arranged through the Edinburgh University Press website: www.eup.ed.ac.uk.
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‘Kitchen Goddesses’: 
An Exhibition at Callendar House, Falkirk

3rd June – 3rd September 2006.  
http://www.falkirk.gov.uk/cultural/museums/call-ho.htm 
This exhibition charts the importance of the women who have influenced our tastes, styles and attitudes to food through the ages. It begins in Callendar House’s own working eighteenth century kitchen with the story of Meg Dod’s or the real life ‘Isabella Johnston’. The contribution of the nineteenth century cookery schools in Edinburgh and Glasgow is assessed and books by Eliza Acton and the more familiar Mrs Beeton are featured. More recently the work of Elisabeth David to introduce a Mediterranean flavour to post war palates and the influence of television on cookery are included. Table settings and recipes from the Goddesses will be recreated. Visitors will have a chance to see, hear and taste signature dishes from the various eras. Events will include a Victorian afternoon tea, Ready Steady Cook demonstrations and sugar workshops. 

Further information: Emma Roodhouse, Museum Curator. Tel: 01324 504689, Emma.roodhouse@falkirk.gov.uk
