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Newsletter: 






Spring 2005
Spring workshop:

"The female body and women and the history of medicine"

Following last year’s successful post graduate workshop this year five papers will be offered by current post-grad students. Papers explore:

(  Women, disease and medicine, 


(  Obstetrics in the Low Countries, 

(  Medical ethics and divorce in Scotland, 

(  Post modern views of the body, 

(  Sport and clothing.

Guest speakers include Dr Judith Godden of the University of Sydney and Prof. Pamela Wood of Victoria University Wellington.

Post graduate students no charge, others £5.00, (includes coffee but not lunch).

Registration form enclosed with this Newsletter.

AGM 19 March 2005, 15.15
Following the workshop to be held at Leith Campus of Queen Margaret University College, Duke Street, EH6 8HF.

On the agenda: Renaming, and rebranding, the Network.

See Page 2 News from the Steering Group
Network in the News

The Scottish Women’s History Network gained some useful publicity on Wednesday 19 January. 

A two-page spread in that morning’s Scotsman highlighted the Biographical Dictionary of Scottish Women project under the headline ‘Writing Women back into History Books’. Featuring the profiles of five of the entries – Wendy Wood, Lady Anne Mackintosh, Mary Somerville, Flora Drummond and Elsie Inglis, the article reported on the Network’s dissatisfaction with the absence of women’s presence and experience from mainstream histories of Scotland. 

A counter viewpoint in the same article put by ‘one of Scotland’s leading historians’ that women’s history ‘is passé’ and that women’s historians had ‘an axe to grind’ seemed to us rather odd. 

On the same day BBC Scotland News followed up with an item linking the Dictionary to the Modern Women exhibition at the Scottish Portrait Gallery. Visitors to the gallery interviewed vox pop style for their thoughts had no doubts that Scottish history needed to be more inclusive of women. All grist to the mill!
News from the Steering Committee

Membership
During 2005 the Steering Committee has experienced some changes. Both our convenor and vice convenor have stepped down. Deborah Simonton, who left the University of Aberdeen for a new post in British history at the University of Southern Denmark and Sue Innes, owing to illness, decided to make way for two ‘new’ faces. Thus it was agreed that from December 2004, Lynn Abrams would take over as convenor and Perry Willson as vice convenor.

It has always been our intention that the Steering Committee should reflect the geographical scope of women’s history across Scotland, and also the background and position of members. We have always had a number of committee members drawn from the postgraduate student population (currently Yvonne Brown, Linda Fleming and Caroline Lewis) and we were keen to find someone who could represent independent researchers and those women’s historians outside the academy. We are pleased to report that Alison McCall from Aberdeen has agreed to be nominated for the Steering Committee (her biographical details are below). If you think you have something to contribute to the work of the Steering Committee and would like to nominate yourself, please contact Lynn Abrams before the AGM on 19 March 2005.

Relaunch
The Scottish Women’s History Network came into existence in 1998 following the annual Women’s History Network conference in Glasgow. Since then we have organised countless conferences and workshops, produced regular newsletters, established a members’ database and most recently, embarked upon two major research and publication projects: the Biographical Dictionary of Scottish Women (edited by Elizabeth Ewan, Sue Innes, Sian Reynolds and Rose Pipes) and an edited collection Gender in Scottish History: 1700-Present (edited by Lynn Abrams, Eleanor Gordon, Debbi Simonton and Eileen Yeo). We anticipate that both of these will be published by Edinburgh University Press in 2005-6. 

In the light of the coming to fruition of these projects we propose to relaunch the organisation with the aim of publicising more effectively the work we are doing and engaging many more historians of women and gender in Scotland with our activities. To this end we propose a change to our name to “WOMEN’S HISTORY SCOTLAND”. 

The name ‘Scottish Women’s History Network’ has served us well. We have benefited from links with the national Women’s History Network and we have more than 100 members drawn from Scotland and further afield. However, we never intended the Network to be an organisation exclusively for historians of Scottish women’s and gender history. Indeed, many of our members work in fields of women’s and gender history far from these shores. Therefore, we hope that the relaunch will attract to the organisation those historians in Scotland whose work focuses upon women and gender but not necessarily in the Scottish context. We believe that the best history situates itself in a comparative context and that insights from outwith Scotland can only benefit our understanding of developments here and vice versa. 

The Steering Committee therefore recommends to the membership at the AGM on 19 March, an amendment to paragraph 1 of the Constitution to read:

‘The Society shall be called Women’s History Scotland’
New Steering Group member:

Alison McCall's interest in history was sparked in childhood as she had the great good fortune to have grandparents who could remember the tales they were told by their grandparents. She has been a member of the Aberdeen Family History Society since 1982. The birth of her first child gave her the excuse she was looking for to chuck her dull job as a conveyancing solicitor and study history with the OU. She graduated in 1999. 

Alison's main interest is in the generation of North East women who forged careers prior to the admission of women to Universities and in the lives of women from the North East of Scotland generally. She is also keen to generate interest amongst genealogists in the lives of their female forebears, as this is an area of popular history in which women are badly neglected. The Aberdeen Family History Society are publishing her "Biographical List of Female School Board Teachers in Aberdeen 1872-1901" sometime in 2005.
*******

Conference Announcement & Call For Papers

Gender, Politics and Citizenship: Scotland and Beyond

22 October 2005 Edinburgh

This conference is designed to position Scottish women’s and gender history within a broader comparative context. The relaunch of the Scottish Women’s History Network as ‘Women’s History Scotland’ offers the opportunity to engage historians of women and gender of all periods and geographies and from a variety of disciplinary backgrounds in a common dialogue within Scotland. We believe that the best history situates itself in a comparative context and that insights from outwith Scotland benefit our understanding of developments here and vice versa.

The theme of gender, politics and citizenship has the potential to engage scholars of women and gender from a range of disciplines including history, politics, sociology and literature. We interpret the theme broadly. Definitions of the political and of citizenship  may include engagement in civil society, the writing of the political, and polital expression in formal and informal institutions and arenas. 

We invite proposals (up to 500 words) for short papers on any aspect of the conference theme of ‘gender, politics and citizenship’. Proposals may address any period and may focus on any geographical area although as an organisation of historians we are looking for papers with an historical perspective. 

Please send proposals by 29 April 2005 to: Perry Willson, School of Modern Languages (Italian), University of Edinburgh, David Hume Tower, George Square, Edinburgh EH8 9JX. 
*******

Conference Report: Making Cloth(es): Women, Dress and Textiles

The SWHN autumn Conference was cut to an exciting new shape.  It wove together strands from women’s history, dress history and from practice of the textile arts. In terms of approach, there was an interweaving of social and economic perspectives, which focussed on the gendered labour process of producing particular goods, with a material culture focus, which looked at the goods themselves and the bundle of meanings they carried.  

Lou Taylor, Professor of Dress and Textile History at the University of Brighton and Fiona Anderson, Curator of Dress and Textiles in the National Museums of Scotland, started the day by indicating how tweed cloth was first a marker of robust masculinity in the age of imperialism but then was incorporated into women’s clothes within strict rules of propriety, as casual outdoor wear for affluent women on their country properties, and finally as the tweed suit, the standard attire for the working girl.  

Lynn Abrams, Professor of Gender History at Glasgow, and Anne Sinclair of the George Waterston Memorial Centre Trust, and a Fair Isle knitter herself, then turned the spotlight onto knitting.  Abrams showed how Shetland women knitters regarded themselves as producers and engaged in the most complex market activity largely without cash, while Sinclair showed how the women had always knit for trade rather than home consumption, from the days of the Hanseatic League, to the heyday of shipping to America and now directly selling to tourists. 

During the afternoon, the Conference turned its attention to the dress of women fishworkers, Margaret Ritchie of Strathclyde University, presenting her marvellous collection of working costume, while Jane Liffen of Loughborough University discussed the representation of young herring workers in romantic novels.  Finally the conference split into two parallel streams, with one considering whether garment making was sweated labour or domestic art for women.  K.J. James (Guelf University) presented conflicting perspectives on Irish Outworkers, while Alison McCall looked at the author and teacher Agnes Walker who considered needlework `not a mere intellectual subject, but a domestic art’.  Sandy Heffernan revealed the huge impact of the J.& P. Coats, a go-getting capitalist embroidery thread company, on the resurgence of folk design!

The second parallel strand considered convention and transgression in gender attire, and included talks from Nancy Rosoff (Rutgers) on the appropriate attire for athletic American women: no corsets and high-heeled shoes in the gym!  Andrea Knox, Northumbria University, talked about the mantle and transgressive clothing in c.16 and 17 Scotland and Ireland,  Liz Linthicum, University of Southampton, ended the day by showing the shapeless apparel which institutions and specialist manufacturers provided for the disabled as compared with the way young disabled people wanted to dress – in funky clothes, full of sparkle and sheen.  The day itself, organised so ably by Caroline Lewis, sparked with new ideas and connections;  it is no wonder that the Journal of Textile History has decided to stitch some of the papers into a special issue!

*******

The Biographical Dictionary of Scottish Women, and Sue Innes
As many members will know, in the late summer last year Sue Innes, the SWHN vice convenor and one of the academic editors of the BDSW, was diagnosed with a brain tumour. Sue has since confounded all predictions and is still as mentally active as ever, though unable to walk, and is currently at St Columba's hospice in Edinburgh where she is being very well looked after and still loves to see visitors (at any time of day or in the evening).

Sue loves a party and we felt it appropriate to arrange one to celebrate her contribution to the Dictionary, as well as the completion of commissioning. The obvious place to hold it was the Scottish National Portrait Gallery since we had collaborated with the Gallery in their exhibition of ‘Modern Women’, which opened last August. The Gallery, thanks to Julie Lawson, the curator of the exhibition (see her article in this newsletter), very kindly agreed to let us use the front hall for the event which took place on 22 October last year. It was a wonderful occasion, with over 100 people there, most of whom were contributors to the Dictionary but also included SWHN steering group members and Sue's family and close friends. 

It has been a difficult period for the project, and we are immensely grateful to Jane Rendall (member of the SWHN steering group) and Moira Burgess for agreeing to join the editorial team to help with editing and writing some of Sue's entries.
Kath Davies, our text editor and 'evaluator' of entries, has also been working with Sue to help her to complete her work, and Anne Lynas and Flora Johnston have both provided vital research and writing assistance. Even with this essential extra support, however, we have had to move the deadline for completion forward, and as it happens EUP has decided, quite coincidentally, that the Dictionary should now be published in the early spring of 2006, not the autumn of 2005 as originally planned. They believe this will allow for more effective publicity than would be possible in the crowded pre-Christmas market. 

We decided that the Dictionary should be dedicated to Sue, and she has agreed. 

Elizabeth Ewan, Rose Pipes and Sian Reynolds

********

Book Reviews

Women in Ireland: a Century of Change, by Myrtle Hill. Blackstaff Press, Belfast, 2003. ISBN: 0-85640-740-2 pp. .335, £14.99

To write about women in Ireland across the span of a century, because of the deep divisions of religion, class and culture in Irish society, poses acutely a dilemma that faces any writer about 'women' - which women? Any such exercise is selective, but whose experience is taken as significant and whose unheard, and the relative weight given to the Republic and to Northern Ireland, have political resonances to which readers are likely to be sensitive. Myrtle Hill, a historian at Queen's University, has approached her readable and engaged overview of the twentieth century with care and courage and draws on an admirably wide range of sources.
Irish women's history is undergoing a revival that we in Scotland have reason to envy but most work has focused on earlier periods, so Hill's ambitious account is timely. It was a century of striking change, with major shifts in economic context, family size and structures, employment patterns, attitudes to religion and sexuality and women's participation in public life. In 1900 women's formal participation was confined to some areas of local government; at the end of the century the Republic had two women presidents. In the major debates that have divided opinion, women have been vocal on both conservative and radical wings. Conflict has shaped their experience, as political and military actors and in trying to maintain family and neighbourhood life in difficult times. Change can be measured most clearly in statistics on family size, infant mortality, marriage rates and lifespan. In 1911 over a third of married women had seven or more children; an Irish woman born in 1900 could not expect to live beyond her mid-fifties whereas a woman born at the end of the century could expect  to live a further 40 years. Yet such averages, as Hill notes, conceal important variations due to class, background and location, averages that have, however, narrowed over the century. Particularly significant for women's lives, as keepers of family morality, has been the realignment of the relationship between Church, state and civil society. Hill demonstrates that women's activism has been a powerful agent of change but insists that "any idea of straightforward linear progression is misleading", rather there have been progress and setbacks, affecting different women in different ways.
Women in Ireland  is a valuable and highly readable addition to a growing range of work which addresses the history of the women of our nearest neighbour across the Irish Sea.  



Sue Innes
Missionary Writing and Empire, 1800-1860, by Anna Johnston, Cambridge University Press, 2003.

Anna Johnston’s study explores London Missionary Society texts in relation to early nineteenth-century missions to India, Polynesia and Australia.  Johnston’s research focuses mainly on India, and her explorations of missionary writing are geared towards the more ‘literary productions’ in the LMS archive, particularly conversion narratives of Indian women by British missionaries.

Although Johnston’s study focuses on the literary and symbolic structures of more ‘literary’ texts, her work is a useful introduction to working with nineteenth-century colonial writing and sources.  Johnston constantly relates her missionary texts to the complex, theoretical issues surrounding imperial textuality.  More crucially to historians of women and gender, this study, along with Civilising Subjects by Catherine Hall, asserts the centrality of gender and nineteenth-century notions of femininity and domesticity to the study of missionary writing and history.  

Anna Johnston argues that missionaries concentrated on gender and domesticity to both justify and ‘allegorise’ their interventions into different cultures.  Johnston suggests that missionary writing was profoundly implicated in other imperialist narratives of the nineteenth century, including the discourse of colonisation as a type of domestic progress, which leads women, children and the colonised out of savagery and into ‘a hierarchical relationship with white men’.  Johnston continues to read the representations of both British and ‘heathen’ women in missionary literature in the context of feminist and postcolonial theories.

Missionary Writing and Empire also includes very useful summaries of the development of the evangelical and missionary movement, and the history of relations between missionaries and colonial administrators in India in the first half of the nineteenth century.  Johnston’s short account of missionary interventions in Polynesia is fascinating as a catalogue of attempts to shape Polynesian men and women into British Christian subjects.  
Caroline Lewis
NB

Please email the Newsletter editors with recommendations of books for review for inclusion in the future Newsletters.
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