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Welcome to the e-newsletter of Women’s History Scotland. 

Please send items, which might include recent publications, conferences, calls for papers, seminars, workshops, dayschools, courses, exhibitions and jobs, to be publicised in the e-newsletter to: juliette.pattinson@strath.ac.uk
1. Seminars

Professor Emerita Dame Jinty Nelson (King's College London): Trust between Generations in the Early Medieval West
Date: Tuesday 27 May 2008

Venue: 4pm, Lecture Room, 10 University Gardens, University of Glasgow

2. Abstract deadline

Women’s History Scotland: Gendering Imperialism: Home, colony and the construction of gender identities
Abstract deadline: Friday 30 May 2008
Date of conference: Saturday 8 November 2008
Venue: University of Edinburgh

Keynote speakers: Andrea Major, University of Edinburgh; Clare Midgley, Sheffield Hallam University; John MacKenzie, University of Edinburgh; and Adele Perry, University of Manitoba (tbc).
More info: http://www.womenshistoryscotland.org/fileuploads/cfpnov08-0088.doc
Men's Dilemma? Sources and methodologies in the history of masculinity

Abstract deadline: 9 June 2008.

Date of conference: 22-23 July 2008

Venue: Streatham Campus, University of Exeter.

For further info email Dr Henry French: h.french@ex.ac.uk
3. Conferences
 

Women's History Network Conference: Gender & Generations: Women And Lifecycles
Date: 5-7 September 2008
Venue: Glasgow University
Keynote Speakers: Prof Lynda Coon, Prof Mary Beth Norton, Dr Michael Roper

See attachment for registration form
For further info: http://www.gla.ac.uk./departments/historicalstudies/researchcentres/centreforgenderhistory/events/conference/

Modern British History Conference
Date: 24-25 June
Venue: University of Strathclyde

Keynote speakers: Prof Lynn Abrams, Prof Michael Bentley, Prof Harry Dickinson.  

Details and booking forms are available on the conference web-site: http://www.strath.ac.uk/history/mbhconference/
See attachment for provisional programme form

 

Strathclyde Conflict and Resolution (SCAR) conference: Re-considering Conflict, Terror and Resolution
Date: 11-12 September 2008
Venue: University of Strathclyde
See: www.strath.ac.uk/scar 
 

Social history of medicine conference: History and the Healthy Population: Society, Government, Health and Medicine
Date: 3-5 September 2008
Venue: Glasgow
See: http://www.gla.ac.uk/departments/historymedicine/conferencesandpublications/historyandthehealthypopulationsocietygovernmenthealthandmedicineseptember2008/#d.en.67811
Further details: http://www.strath.ac.uk/media/media_82918_en.pdf 

 
Reading and writing recipe books: 1600-1800
Date: 8 - 9 August 2008

Venue: University of Warwick

Keynote Speakers: Margaret Ezell (English, Texas A&M University); Mary Fissell (History of Medicine, Johns Hopkins University); Gilly Lehmann (Universite de Franche-Comte); Janet Theophano (Folklore and Folklife, University of Pennsylvania).
See: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/english/events/recipebooks 

Men at arms: new histories of soldiering in Britain and Ireland, 1750-1850

Date: 4 - 5 September, 2008

Venue: University of Northampton

Keynote speakers: Ian Beckett and Philip Shaw.
See website: http://www2.northampton.ac.uk/socialsciences/sshome/history-new-home/news-events/conferences

Cultivating Britons: culture and identity in Britain, 1901 to 1936

Date: 19 September 2008
Venue: Oxford Brookes University

See website: http://www.rhul.ac.uk/history/research/cultivatingbritons.html
Feminism and history: rethinking women's movements since 1800

Date: 15 November 2008

Venue: Bishopsgate Institute

See website: http://historyfeminism.wordpress.com/website
4. News

Girlguiding Scotland has recently agreed to help WHS with the memorials project. This will take the form of locating and listing memorials to women around Scotland. 
5. Membership

Can all members please review their current subscriptions and method of payment?
Unwaged/student fee: £5.00           Waged fee: £10 

If you first joined as an unwaged/student member, and are now in employment, please contact Rose Pipes to update your membership.  rosepipes@ednet.co.uk
Banker’s Orders can be set up to make payment easier and to save time and postage. Order forms are available on our website, or from Ann Kettle, Dept. of Mediaeval History, University of St Andrews, St Andrews, Fife, KY16 9 QW. 
If you have not yet renewed your subs, please do so asap, sending cheques to the Membership Secretary Rose Pipes at 15 Avondale Place, Edinburgh EH3 5HX, or banker's order forms to Ann Kettle.
Please contact Rose Pipes to update personal information (contact details, research interests, new publications).

6. Review by Catriona MacDonald, Glasgow Caledonian University
Jan Pilditch, Catherine Carswell: A Biography (John Donald, Edinburgh, 2007), pp. 225, ISBN 13: 978 0 85976 685 2, £20.

Let us conspire together to be truly courageous.

Catherine Carswell to Florence McNeill 8 May 1928

Aside from saga and epic, there are few literary vehicles for courage, and seldom does any genre do justice to the daily heroism involved in living life well, or at least as well as one can. Jan Pilditch’s biography of Catherine Carswell, Catherine Carswell: A Biography, however, manages a frank honesty about the discipline of a literary craftswoman who, as much in her domestic challenges as in her artistic endeavours, expressed a commitment to truth that was both personal and profound enough to be shared. 


Not because she was Scottish, but aside from being Scottish; not because she was female, but as a woman; not as an author, but because she could write, the life of Carswell is worth studying. It is also a life to be rescued from her books as much as being expressed through them. Her novels (most notably Open the Door! and The Camomile) have been equally lauded and criticised as iconic twentieth-century Scottish works, and her Life of Robert Burns encouraged a generation of Burns scholars to think again about certain bardic traditions. But in Pilditch’s biography, these works are set within the context of a life expressed in many other ways. One is tempted to say that even without the publications, Carswell’s life would have been one worthy of study. As a scholar, as a traveller, as a lover, as a mother, as a widow and as a friend, Carswell’s life – and Pilditch’s telling of it – reveal the unforeseen consequences of decisions made in the relative liberty of adulthood, and, in contrast, the parameters within which daily lives are lived and bound. Perhaps at times Pilditch expects us too readily to appreciate Carswell through the prism of her friends and high profile acquaintances: the friendship with D.H. Lawrence at times overwhelms the telling of Carswell’s story. But moments such as these are fleeting in the book. 


In her autobiography, Lying Awake, Carswell intended to use reminiscence to ‘illustrate who I now am, think and see, instead of the other way about.’ One is tempted to say that Pilditch has similarly allowed the fragments of the past to accumulate in ways that build into a form where we come to know this woman, not by her various roles, but by her experiences, her words, and her values. She eschews the fiction of a life complete for a life lived as it was, with courage.

